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JAPAN  USING  MORE 
U.S.  LEAF  TOBACCO 

Japan  used  nearly  900,000  pounds  more  of  U.S.  leaf  tobacco  during  the 
first  half  of  1957  "than  in  January- June  1956.    Total  usings  of  U.S.  leaf 
for  calendar  1957,  based  upon  current  usings,  may  be  about  2  million  pounds 
larger  than  in  1956.    Sales  of  the  two  cigarette  brands  Peace  and  Fuji, 
which  contain  the  largest  percentages  of  U.S.  tobacco,  increased  substan- 
tially over  January- June  1956.    Also,  indications  are  that  the  Japanese 
Tobacco  Monopoly  Corporation  is  using  more  tobacco  per  unit  in  brands  of 
cigarettes  containing  U.S.  leaf, 

GREEK  1957  TOBACCO 
HARVEST  RECORD  HIGH 

The  1957  tobacco  harvest  in  Greece  is  now  estimated  at  226.6  million 
pounds  from  302,000  acres,  exceeding  the  previous  1955  record  harvest  of 
223.0  million  from  319>000  acres.    The  1957  acreage  is  only  about  h  per- 
cent greater  than  the  1956  area  of  291,000  acres,  but  production  is  about 
25  percent  larger  than  the  1956  harvest  of  181.0  million  pounds. 

The  increase  in  production  is  the  result  of  record  yields  attributed 
to  an  unusually  wet  growing  season  which  stimulated  leaf  growth.  The 
excessive  rains,  however,  have  had  an  adverse  effect  on  the  quality  of  the 
crop,  which  is  reportedly  grading  lower  than  the  1956  crop.    At  present, 
it  is  estimated  that  about  10  percent  of  the  1957  harvest  will  be  destroyed 
as  non-marketable  tobacco. 

AUSTRIAN  CIGARETTE  SALES 
UP  h.k  PERCENT 

Sales  of  cigarettes  in  Austria  during  the  first  half  of  1957,  totaling 
3.9  billion  pieces,  were  h.k  percent  larger  than  the  January- June  1956 
level  of  3.7  billion.    Sales  of  5  brands  —  Austria  3,  Austria  C,  Austria  2, 
Donau  and  Smart  —  accounted  for  91  percent  of  all  cigarettes  sold  during 
the  first  6  months  of  1957.    Sales  of  Austria  3  were  about  11  percent 
larger  than  last  year  and  represented  kl  percent  of  total  sales.  The 
demand  for  Smart,  believed  to  be  an  American-type  blended  filter-tip 
cigarette,  is  increasing.    Sales  of  Smart,  totaling  239  million  pieces, 
were  k2  percent  greater  than  the  January-June  I956  figure  of  168  million 
pieces  and  represented  about  6  percent  of  total  sales. 

SYRIA-PAKISTAN  TRADE  AGREEMENT 
INCLUDES  TOBACCO 

Unmanufactured  tobacco  is  listed  as  an  item  of  export  from  Syria  to 
Pakistan  under  a  recently  ratified  trade  agreement  which  is  effective  for 
one  year,  with  provision  for  automatic  renewal.    The  agreement  is  permissive 
in  that  neither  country  is  bound  to  supply  or  buy  specific  quantities  of 
goods . 
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CUBAN  1957  TOBACCO 
CROP  EXCEEDS  QUOTA 

Due  to  favorable  weather  in  the  last  months  of  the  1957  season, 
Cuba's  tobacco  crop  is  larger  than  was  expected  earlier,  and  at  113.0 
million  pounds  will  exceed  the  production  quota  by  about  15  percent. 
About  76  percent  of  the  crop  was  cigar  leaf,  of  which  67  percent  was 
filler,  20  percent  binder,  and  13  percent  wrapper.    The  remainder  of  the 
crop  was  dark  air-cured  tobacco,  other  than  cigar. 

In  addition  to  quota  tobacco,  about  1.6  million  pounds  of  flue- 
cured  and  1.0  million  pounds  of  Burley  were  harvested.    These  types  were 
not  subject  to  quotas.    The  Burley  was  produced  primarily  in  the  Guane 
area  of  Pinar  del  Rio.    Practically  all  of  the  flue-cured  and  nearly  .it- 
million  pounds  of  the  Burley  are  expected  to  be  used  domestically  in  the 
manufacture  of  mild  cigarettes.    The  balance  of  the  Burley,  about  .6 
million  pounds,  is  for  export. 

The  1958  crop  quota  has  already  been  set  at  97*9  million  pounds, 
the  same  as  for  1957 •    Burley  tobacco  is  expected  to  be  placed  under 
the  quota  for  the  first  time.    The  forecast  for  1958  Burley  production 
is  k.6  million  pounds --primarily  planned  for  export.    A  small  increase 
in  the  manufacture  of  mild  cigarettes  will  require  slightly  more  Burley 
for  domestic  usage,  but  the  major  stimulant  to  production  is  an  encouraging 
export  outlook.    In  addition  to  quota  tobacco,  production  of  about  1.8 
million  pounds  of  flue-cured  tobacco  is  expected  in  1958. 

NEW  TOBACCO  FARMERS  FOR 
RHODESI AS -NYAS ALAND 

The  Government  of  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  is  plan- 
ning to  settle  British  military  veterans  on  land  suitable  for  tobacco 
production  in  Northern  Rhodesia.    Veterans  with  suitable  farming  experience 
will  be  settled  on  partially  cleared  farms  from  which  crops  can  be  produced 
the  first  year.    Initial  emphasis  will  be  on  tobacco  production,  with  later 
diversification  into  raising  of  beef  cattle. 

LARGER  1957  FLUE -CURED 
CROP  IN  THAILAND 

The  1957  flue-cured  tobacco  crop  in  Thailand  is  estimated  at  15. 9 
million  pounds,  an  increase  of  16  percent  over  the  13 • 7  million  grown  in 
1956.    However,  it  is  still  considerably  below  the  record  crop  of  21.9 
million  pounds  produced  in  1955'    The  native  air-cured  crop  is  expected 
to  remain  at  about  38.6  million  pounds,  the  level  of  recent  years.  This 
would  place  the  total  1957  crop  at  5^-5  million  pounds. 

Production  of  flue-cured  in  1958  is  forecast  at  the  1957  level  of 
about  16  million  pounds.    The  Thailand  Tobacco  Monopoly  plans  to  offer  the 
same  prices  and  to  allocate  about  the  same  total  acreage  to  growers. 
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FRENCH  CAMEROONS  ADOPTS 
CACAO  STANDARDS 

The  French  Cameroons  in  October  1957  adopted  grading  standards  for 
cacao  beans  to  conform  to  the  "London  contract"  specifications.  Lower 
quality  cacao  is  prohibited  from  export  and  stricter  control  measures  are 
reportedly  now  being  taken.    Export  cacao  must  grade  better  than  15  per- 
cent defective  beans  and  25  percent  "slated"  beans.    The  "Societe  de 
Prevoyance"  purchases  low-grade  cacao  at  a  price  set  by  the  government 
and  delivers  it  to  the  cacao  butter  plant;  which  is  expected  to  process 
about  9^000  metric  tons  during  1957-58. 

Premium  prices  for  high  quality  cacao,  which  were  established  in 
1956,  have  been  discontinued  because  of  administrative  difficulties.  Pro- 
ducers and  marketing  cooperatives  are  being  encouraged  by  the  government 
in  an  effort  to  eliminate  middlemen  and  increase  the  producer's  share  of 
the  export  price . 

Cacao  is  the  most  important  export  crop  of  the  French  Cameroons,  and 
is  grown  almost  entirely  by  Africans.    The  1956-57  crop  was  a  record  one 
of  around  138  million  pounds,  but  production  prospects  for  1957-58  are  for 
an  even  larger  crop  of  about  1U5  million  pounds  as  additional  young  trees 
reach  bearing  age . 


PHILIPPINE  RICE  PRICES 
AT  HIGH  LEVEL 

Philippine  rice  prices  in  October,  and  continuing  into  November, 
reached  the  highest  level  since  1952  and  were  about  37  percent  above  those 
in  October  a  year  earlier.    The  October  average  for  Macan  No.  2,  wholesale 
at  Manila  was  $10.38  per  100  pounds  compared  with  $7-56  per  100  pounds  in 
the  same  month  of  1956.    The  year's  average  for  1956  was  $7A8  per  100  pounds 


RICE  (milled):    Philippine  wholesale  price  of  Macan,  second  class,  at 
Manila,  per  100  pounds,  by  month,  1957 


Month 


U.S. 
dollars 


Month 


U.S. 

dollars 


Month 


U.S. 

dollars 


January . , 
February , 
March 
April 


7-17 
7-55 
7-77 
7-79 


May . . . 
June . . 
July . . 
August 


7.89 
8.36 
8.76 
9.06 


September . . 
October .... 
November  l/ 


9.78 
IO.38 
10.30 


1/  On  November  1. 

Bureau  of  Commerce,  Philippine  Republic 
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Despite  the  heaviest  rice  imports  since  1951*  price  increases  were 
attributed  chiefly  to  delays  in  importing  and  distributing  foreign  rice. 
January-September  imports  were  63,3^-5  metric  tons,  of  which  55A95  were 
from  Thailand,  and  the  remainder  from  Spain  and  Cambodia.  Total  imports 
in  1957  are  estimated  at  110,000  metric  tons.  Of  this  total,  71>000  are 
being  imported  from  Thailand,  16,000  from  the  United  States,  10,000  from 
South  Vietnam,  7>000  from  Cambodia,  and  6,200  from  Spain. 

VENEZUELA'S  RICE  CROP 
BELOW  LAST  YEAR 

The  1957  rice  harvest  of  Venezuela  is  reported  to  be  considerably 
below  the  level  of  recent  years.    Venezuelan  estimates  of  the  crop  vary 
widely.    A  rice  shortage  is  predicted  for  1958,  but  the  amount  of  imports 
needed  is  still  undetermined. 

Though  the  total  rice  acreage  of  1957  probably  was  not  reduced  to 
any  great  extent,  a  lower  production  is  attributed  to  the  virus  disease 
"hoja  blanca"  and  to  a  curtailment  in  financing  to  growers  by  the  Govern- 
ment.   The  acreage  of  rice  organizations  -  the  main  producers  -  was 
reduced  substantially,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  an  increase  in  the  acreage 
of  private  growers  is  reported. 

EGYPT'S  WHEAT  CROP 
MODERATELY  SMALLER 

Wheat  production  in  Egypt  in  1957  is  now  officially  estimated  at 
about  5^-  million  bushels,  less  than  the  average  of  recent  years.  The 
estimated  production  is  about  5  percent  below  the  large  1956  harvest, 
mainly  because  of  reduced  acreage  though  slightly  lower  yields  also 
contributed  to  the  reduction.    The  cut  in  acreage  is  attributed  to  in- 
creased cotton  acreage  in  1957* 

According  to  official  plans,  wheat  imports  for  1957-58  may  well 
reach  a  million  metric  tons,  the  equivalent  of  36.7  million  bushels. 
If  consumption  continues  at  the  present  level,  carryover  stocks  on 
June  30 >  1958  would  be  larger  than  the  small  carryover  at  the  beginning 
of  the  current  season. 

UNION  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA 
HARVESTING  RECORD  WHEAT  CROP 

The  wheat  harvest  now  under  way  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  is 
expected  to  be  the  largest  of  record.    Preliminary  estimates  place  the 
crop  at  about  32.5  million  bushels  or  6  percent  larger  than  the  previous 
record  of  30 «7  million  bushels  last  year.    The  current  estimate  is  more 
than  double  the  average  for  the  5-year  period,  19^5-^9 •    On  the  basis 
of  present  estimates,  1+7  percent  of  the  crop  is  in  Cape  Province,  hk 
percent  in  the  Free  State  and  9  percent  in  the  Transvaal. 
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LARD  CONSUMPTION  IN  U.K. 
CONTINUES  TO  INCREASE 

Despite  higher  prices,  lard  consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom  con- 
tinues to  increase  at  the  expense  of  compound  cooking  fats.    In  1957  "the 
per-capita  consumption  of  lard  is  expected  to  be  slightly  over  5  pounds, 
compared  with  ^.5  pounds  in  1956. 

Over  the  past  3  years,  production  of  cooking  fats  in  the  United 
Kingdom  has  declined  at  approximately  the  same  rate  as  lard  imports  have 
increased. 


Lard  and  compound  cooking  fat:    U.K.  supplies,  annual 
1955  and  1956,  January-August  1955-57 


Period 

\         Imports  ] 
\         of  lard 

Production 
of  compound 
cooking  fat 

:         Pounds  : 

Pounds 

Annual: 

 ':      195, 10k,  000 

 :  222,208,000 

3^7,6^8,000 
323,680,000 

January- August : 

•  * 
• 

:  228,928,000 
:  210,336,000 
189,280,000 

Source:     Intelligence  Bulletin,  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee, 
October  1957. 


IRELAND'S  HORSE  EXPORTS 
LARGE  DOLLAR  EARNERS 

Exports  of  race  horses,  jumpers,  and  hunters  to  the  United  States 
are  Ireland's  largest  single  source  of  dollar  earnings  from  exports. 
United  States  imports  of  horses  from  Ireland  during  January-August  numbered 
only  70  head  but  were  valued  at  a  total  of  more  than  $507,000. 

United  States  imports  of  breeding,  riding,  and  work  horses  from  all 
countries  during  January-August  totaled  3,563  head.    Of  these,  366  were 
valuable  race  and  breeding  animals,  and  3,197  were  other  types.    In  addi- 
tion, 10,31^  head  of  horses  and  mules  were  imported  for  immediate  slaughter. 
Canada,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Mexico  were  the  United  States*  major 
sources  of  breeding,  riding,  and  work  horses.    Of  the  horses  and  mules 
imported  for  slaughter,  6f0kk  were  from  Mexico  and  if,270  from  Canada. 

Total  United  States  imports  of  horses  in  January-August  1957,  including 
mules  for  slaughter,  were  valued  at  $2.8  million. 
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NEW  ZEALAND  WOOL 
PRICES  UNEVEN 

New  Zealand  wool  prices  at  the  Wanganui  sale  on  November  13,  1957 
tended  to  be  uneven  "but  generally  strong  compared  with  the  sale  November  8 
at  Auckland.    Prices  have  trended  downward  during  this  season,  and  at  the 
Wanganui  sale  they  averaged  about  9  cents  below  prices  of  a  year  ago  and 
18  cents  below  last  season's  peak  in  May. 

Few  attractive  or  good  length  wools  were  included  in  the  offering, 
much  of  which  was  off-color,  poorly  skirted,  and  weak-stapled.    The  buying 
was  a  little  more  general  than  at  the  earlier  sales  with  the  Continent  and 
Bradford  dominant.    United  States  buying  was  in  carpet  types. 


Greasy  wool,  selected  types:    Auction  prices  at  Wanganui,  Auckland, 
and  the  season's  opening  sale  at  Dunedin 


Description 

:  Type 

Dunedin 

:  10-25-57 

Auckland 
•  11-8-57 

Wanganui 
:  11-13-57 

Extra  fine  crossbred 

Fine  crossbred  • 

Medium  crossbred  

Strong  crossbred  • 

93  B  50/56s 
100  B  50s 
Ilk  B  46/50s 
128  B  k6/kQs 

U.S.  cents  ] 

69 
6k 
61 
60 

:er  pound 

61 
57 
55 
55 

60 
57 
55 
55 

RAW  WOOL  CONSUMPTION  IN  11 
COUNTRIES  STILL  ABOVE  I956 


Consumption  of  raw  wool  in  11  countries  reporting  to  the  International 
Wool  Textile  Organization  continues  higher  in  1957  than  in  I956.  Total 
consumption  during  January-September  1957  is  estimated  at  1,1*57  million 
pounds,  compared  with  1,387  million  a  year  earlier.    Marked  increases 
reported  in  Italy,  Japan,  France,  and  the  United  Kingdom  offset  a  sharp 
decline  in  the  United  States. 

Consumption  during  the  third  quarter  of  1957  was  only  3  percent  higher 
than  a  year  ago.    As  a  result,  the  rate  of  increase  declined  from  6  percent 
in  the  first  6  months  to  5  percent  during  the  first  9  months  of  1957 .  Only 
Italy  and  West  Germany  continued  to  increase  their  rate  of  consumption  in 
the  third  quarter.    Mill  use  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Japan,  and  France  was 
still  above  that  in  the  third  quarter  of  1956,  but  the  increase  was  less 
than  in  previous  quarters. 
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In  contrast  to  raw  wool,  consumption  of  reused  wool  and  artificial 
and  other  fibers  maintained  a  7  percent  rate  of  increase  during  the  third 
quarter.    Consumption  of  these  fibers  in  the  wool  textile  industries 
during  January-September  totaled  960  million  pounds,  compared  with  903 
million  a  year  earlier.    Of  10  countries  reporting,  only  the  United 
States  and  Japan  reported  a  decline  in  usage  of  these  fibers  in  1957 • 


ARGENTINE  HIDE  EXPORTS 
CONTINUE  TO  RISE 

According  to  the  Review  of  the  River  Plate,  Argentine  shipments  of 
cattle  hides  during  the  first  9  months  of  1957  totaled  131,000  metric 
tons,  or  an  increase  of  22  percent  over  the  official  figure  of  107,000 
metric  tons  during  the  same  period  of  1956.    This  increase  continues  the 
sharp  rise  of  1956,  when  exports  were  170,000  metric  tons,  18  percent 
above  the  1955  total. 

A  strong  world  demand  for  cattle  hides  is  indicated,  as  U.S.  exports 
show  an  even  greater  rise  in  1957;  they  were  3^  percent  higher  in  the 
first  9  months  of  the  year  ( see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  November  18, 
1957) • 


SPAIN'S  WOOL  PRODUCTION 
ESTIMATE  LOWERED 

Wool  production  in  Spain  during  1957  is  now  estimated  at  68  million 
pounds,  13  million  less  than  the  July  estimate.    Skin  diseases  and 
nutritional  deficiencies  in  the  wake  of  the  I956  epidemic  of "blue tongue" 
disease  have  affected  both  the  quantity  and  quality  of  wool.  Sheep 
losses  are  now  estimated  at  120,000  head,  compared  with  the  earlier 
estimate  of  ^0,000.    Production  in  1958  will  also  be  adversely  affected 
but  is  expected  to  recover  to  some  extent. 


YUGOSLAVIA  FORECASTS 
INCREASED  MILK  PRODUCTION 

Yugoslav's  total    1957  milk  production  is  forecast  at  ^,99^-  million 
pounds,  about  8  percent  over  1956.    Cows  account  for  over  85  percent  of 
Yugoslavia's  milk  production  with  the  remainder  coming  from  goats,  sheep, 
and  buffalo.    The  increased  1957  forecast  is  due  to  both  a  larger  number 
of  dairy  cows  and  higher  production  per  cow.    Artificial  insemination  is 
improving  the  productive  capacity  of  Yugoslavia's  general  purpose  cow 
and  several  thousand  head  of  Dutch  and  Danish  dairy  cows  have  been 
imported  in  recent  years. 


December  9,  1957 
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AUSTRALIA  SHIPS  MORE  BUTTER 
AND  CHEESE  TO  U.K. 

Arrivals  of  Australian  butter  in  British  ports  in  October  1957 
were  up  to  7.8  million  pounds,  from  6.5  million  pounds  a  year  ago. 
Arrivals  of  cheese  increased  to  620,000  pounds  from  67,000  pounds  in 
October    1956.    Shipments  afloat  at  the  end  of  the  month  of  both  butter 
and  cheese  were  considerably  below  1956. 


SYRIA'S  1957-58  BARLEY  EXPORT 
SURPLUS  PLACED  AT  300,000  TONS 

Syria's  1957-58  exportable  surplus  of  barley  is  estimated  at  300,000 
metric  tons.    This  estimate  is  based  on  a  reported  crop  of  500,000  tons, 
July  1,  1957  carryover  of  2^,000  tons  and  domestic  requirements  of  190,000 
tons.    The  latter  figure  includes  iK3>000  tons  for  human  food  and  1^7;000 
tons  for  feed  and  seed.    If  exports  reach  3°0,000  tons,  year  -  end 
(June  30,  1958)  stocks  will  amount  to  3^,000  tons. 

In  1956-57,  the  Syrian  barley  crop  amounted  to  550,000  tons  and 
July  1,  1956  stocks  were  negligible.    Domestic  consumption  in  1956-57 
totaled  190,000  tons  and  exports  336,000  tons,  leaving  a  carryover  of 
2*+,  000  tons  on  June  30,  1957. 

Exports  of  barley  from  the  port  of  Latakia  from  June  through 
September  are  reported  at  136,000  tons.    Indications  are  that  most  of 
these  shipments  went  to  Antwerp  and  Hamburg  from  which  some  was  reexported 
to  Denmark  and  the  United  Kingdom.    Approximately  12,200  went  to  Hungary 
and  550  tons  to  Rumania.    Reports  indicate  that  Bulgaria  recently  con- 
tracted for  30,000  tons,  mainly  for  resale  to  West  Germany.    The  Soviet 
Union  has  expressed  a  desire  for  100,000  tons  at  world  prices. 


AUSTRIA'S  1957-58  WHEAT  IMPORT 
NEEDS  PLACED  AT  250,000  TONS 

Austria's  import  goal  for  the  current  (1957-58)  marketing  season 
tentatively  calls  for  imports  of  200,000  metric  tons  of  hard  wheat  and 
50,000  tons  of  soft  wheat,  or  a  total  of  250,000  tons.    Imports  in 
1956-57  totaled  205,000  tons,  of  which  97,^00  tons  were  from  the  United 
States,  63,100  tons  from  Canada,  27,700  tons  from  Argentina,  9>300  tons 
from  Switzerland,  7>500  tons  from  Italy,  and  600  tons  from  other  countries. 

Imports  during  the  first  quarter  of  1957-58  ( July-September)  totaled 
52,200  tons  --  19,300  from  Argentina,  18,100  from  the  United  States, 
12,500  from  Canada  and  1,300  from  Italy.    This  left  a  balance  of  198,800 
tons  still  to  be  imported. 
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Import  contracts  awarded  up  to  October  1,  1957  were  as  follows:  United 
States ,  20,000  tons  of  Northern  Spring  Wo.  2  and  30,000  tons  of  Dark  Hard 
Winter;  Canada,  50,000  tons  of  Manitoba  Wo.  2  and  8,300  tons  of  Durum; 
Argentina,  60,000  tons  of  hard  wheat  with  a  test  weight  of  78  kilos  per 
hectoliter;  and  the  Soviet  Union,  10,000  tons  of  type  ^31  hard  wheat.  The 
new  Austro-Soviet  Trade  Agreement  of  June  10,  1957  provides  for  imports  of 
15,000  tons  from  the  Soviet  Union  in    calendar  1958.    However,  Austria  is 
free  to  decline  Soviet  offers  if  prices,  quality  and  delivery  dates  are 
unsatisfactory. 

Commercial  millings  in  I957-58  are  expected  to    total  500,000  tons. 
Because  of  the  moisture  content  of  the  1957  crop,  high-protein  wheat  equivalent 
to  35  percent  of  the  estimated  millings  is  required  for  blending  with  Austrian 
soft  wheat  this  season.    At  that  rate,  the  required  hard-wheat  component  would 
be  only  175,000  tons.    However,  in  view  of  the  Government's  desire  to  raise 
the  year-end  (June  30,  1958)  stock  level,  import  requirements  for  the  season 
were  placed  at  200,000  tons  of  hard  and  50,000  tons  of  soft  wheat. 

Trade  sources  report  that  contracts  for  an  additional  52,000  tons  of 
hard-wheat  and  50,000  tons  of  soft  wheat  will  have  to  be  awarded  if  the  esti- 
mated imports  on  250,000  tons  are  to  be  filled  and  necessary  pipe-line  supplies 
on  June  30,  1958  are  to  be  assured.    The  U.  S.  share  in  such  additional 
purchases  will  depend  on  competitive  prices  and  quality.    Austria's  currently 
planned  wheat  supply  and  distribution  picture  for  1957-58  follows: 


Supply:  Metric  tons 

July  1,  1957  stocks  l/...  179,000 

New  Crop  2/   558,000 

Imports .  .7.   250,000 


Distribution  Metric  tons 

Consumption  3/   777,000 

Exports   k/ 

June  30,  1958  stocks  l/. .  210,000 


Total   987,000  Total   987,000 


l/  Includes  Government,  commercial  and  farm  stocks. 

2/  Includes  an  unusually  high  percentage  of  moisture  damaged  wheat. 

3/  Includes  estimates  for  food,  industrial,  animal  feed,  seed  and  loss. 

%j  Less  than  500  tons. 


WEW  C0UWT  PLACES  BRAZILIAN  WHEAT  MILLING 
CAPACITY  AT  173  MILLION  BUSHELS  ANNUALLY 

Flour  mills  now    operating  in  Brazil  can  grind  ^,716,000  metric  tons 
(173  million  bushels)  of  wheat  annually,  according  to  a  Commission  appointed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  re-evaluate  capacities  of  registered  mills. 
The  indicated  figure  represents  the  quantity  of  wheat  that  can  be  ground  in 
576  mills  if  they  operate  3  shifts  daily  (2k  hours)  on  the  basis  of  250 
operating  days  a  year. 
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The  re-evaluation  of  the  country's  milling  capacity  was  made  to  facili- 
tate fairer  distribution  of  both  national  and  imported  wheat  to  mills.  Charges 
had  been  made  that  many  mills  had  been  declaring  fictitious  facilities  to 
obtain  a  larger  wheat  quota.    There  is  some  indication  that  some  of  the  mills 
still  tend  to  over-emphasize  their  capacities. 


Brazilian  flour  mills:     Number  and  milling  capacities ,  by  States 


Capacity  reported 

Capacities  now 

States  \- 

previously  l/ 

reported 

Number  of 

Daily  : 

Number  of 

Daily 

• 

mills 

capacity 

mills 

capacity 

* 

• 
• 

• 

Number 

:  Metric  tons 

Number 

:  Metric  tons 

i,Ai, 
404 

:  4,770 

377  : 

4,220 

131 

1,083 

:        123  : 

992 

26 

6,802 

:  27 

:  6,145 

UCJC 

!             CO  j 

5 

:  710 

:  5 

:  675 

4 

3,290  : 

: 

3,041 

2 

:          902  j 

2  j 

:  930 

2 

1,019  : 

2 

:  1,103 

2 

;         199  : 

2  | 

:  213 

Rio  Grande  do  Norte..: 

1  ; 

37  ! 

1  : 

23 

1 

:  57 

:          1  : 

:  54 

1  ; 

214  ; 

1  ; 

183 

1  ; 

55  : 

!               1  ! 

58 

1  ; 

57  : 

1  : 

54 

1 

262 

1 

226 

606 

20,140 

576 

18,864 

Source:  Ministry  of  Agriculture  (Wheat  Expansion  Service) 
1/  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  April  1,  1957* 


SYEIA  SELLS  150,000  TONS  OF  WHEAT 
TO  ITALY  IN  TRIANGULAR  TRANSACTION 

Syrian  trade  sources  report  that  under  a  recent  triangular  arrangement 
involving  Syria,  Egypt  and  Italy,  a  total  of  150,000  metric  tons  of  Syrian 
Durum  wheat  are  to  be  delivered  to  Italy  during  1957-58,  and  210,000  tons  of 
Italian  soft  wheat  in  turn  will  be  delivered  to  Egypt. 

The  Syrian  wheat  is  to  be  of  the  1957  crop  with  a  test  weight  of  79  kilos 
per  hectoliter  and  no  more  than  a  maximum  of  3  percent  foreign  matter  .  Syrian 
exporters  have  been  authorized  to  supply  120,000  tons  to  Italy  at  a  price  of 
U.S.  $80.00  per  metric  tons  delivered  on  board  ship  at  Italian  ports.  The 
Government  of  Syria  will  cover  the  value  of  this  quantity  in  Syrian  currency 
immediately  upon  presentations  of  shipping  documents  by  exporters  to  local 
banks.    The  remaining  30,000  tons  will  be  supplied  direct  by  the  Syrian  Cereals 
Office. 
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Syrian  wheat  exports  to  all  destinations  from  June  through  September 
1957  are  reported  by  steamship  companies  at  7^-,000  tons.  Destinations 
were  not  reported,  except  that  Yugoslavia  took  $00  tons.     The  Soviet  Union 
has  indicated  an  interest  in  taking  100,000  tons  of  Syrian  wheat  this  sea- 
son, but  no  sales  were  reported  up  to  the  end  of  October.    However,  trade 
reports  indicate  that  East  Germany  recently  purchased  20,000  tons  and 
Bulgaria  10,000  tons. 

Syria's  1957  wheat  crop  is  estimated  at  925,000  tons,  and  the  July  1, 
1957,  carryin  at  39,000  tons,  giving  a  total  supply  of  96^,000  tons  for 
the  season.     Consumption  requirements  are  placed  at  600,000  tons  and  ex- 
portable surplus  at  325,000  tons.     If  the  latter  total  is  exported,  year- 
end  (June  30,  1958)  stocks  will  be  39,000  tons,  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 

YUGOSLAV  DRIED  PRUNE  CROP 
ESTIMATE  RAISED  AGAIN 

The  1957  Yugoslav  dried  prune  crop  is  now  estimated  at  1^,500  short 
tons,  compared  with  the  last  estimate  of  10,000  tons.    About  12,000  tons 
would  be  available  for  export  from  a  lh , 500-ton  crop.    Among  members  of 
the  Yugoslav  prune  industry,  estimates  of  the  1957  crop  range  between 
1^+, 000  and  22,000  tons.    Last  year's  extremely  short  crop  totaled  only 
1,500  tons.    Average  production  (l950--5^)  is  17,600  tons. 

Yugoslav  prunes  are  being  sold  in  Austria  at  $272  per  short  ton, 
f .o.b.  Yugoslav  border,  for  100  count  per  half  kilogram.    Size  60/65  per 
half  kilogram  are  priced  at  $3^-0  per  short  ton,  f  ,o.b.  border  for  sale 
to  Austria.    The  latter  size  corresponds  roughly  to  55/60  per  pound.  Some 
Yugoslav  prunes  have  also  moved  into  Italy.    As  of  late  November,  reportedly 
no  prunes  had  been  offered  to  West  Germany. 

INDONESIAN  COPRA  AND  PALM  KERNEL  EXPORTS  UP, 
PALM  OIL  AND  COPRA  CAKE  EXPORTS  DOWN 

Indonesian  copra  exports  for  the  first  7  months  of  1957  were  20  percent 
above  those  of  January-July  1956  and  palm  kernel  exports  were  up  by  about 
7  percent.    Copra  cake  exports,  however,  declined  12  percent  and  palm  oil 
exports  were  down  7  percent  during  the  same  period. 

The  copra  situation  in  Indonesia  continues  to  be  chaotic,  with  the  out- 
lying islands  carrying  on  direct  barter  trade  with  other  countries .    During  • 
the  first  7  months  of  1957  Singapore  took  nearly  1+5  percent  of  reported 
copra  exports  from  Indonesia  while  the  Netherlands  took  about  17  percent. 
Over  half  the  shipments  of  copra  cake  went  to  the  Netherlands  . 

Palm  oil  production  in  the  first  8  months  of  1957 >  estimated  at 
119,000  short  tons,  was  3  percent  above  the  same  period  of  195^.  Palm 
kernel  production,  estimated  at  29,^00  short  tons,  was  up  2  percent  from 
last  year;  but  production  of  both  palm  oil  and  palm  kernels  has  remained 
about  the  same  the  last  k  or  5  years.    Nearly  two-thirds  of  palm  oil  exports 
in  January- July  1957  went  to  the  Netherlands .    Japan  took  60  percent  of 
palm  kernel  exports. 


-15. 


Table  1. — COPRA  AND  COPRA  CAKE:    Indonesia,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
1956  and  January-July  1956  and  1957 


of  destination 

Copra 

Copra  cake 

*      1  OCA  1  / 

January-July 

1956  1/  ' 

January-July 

1956  2/  s 

1957  2/  3/ 

1956  2/  :1957  ?/  3/ 

:  Long  tons- 

Long  tons: 

Long  tons' 

Long  tons 

Long  tons, 

Long  tons 

Europe: 

: 

:  2,500s 

500- 

768 

U,235- 

3,290 

1,350 

:  -— 

— 

— 

295 

299 

:  19,983: 

8,981 

1,500' 

12,662 

10,395 

7,195 

:  ~ 

— 

-- 

97 

:  H,7U9 

2,500 

— 

1,217 

511 

298 

:  19,9hh 

5,U92 

10,039 

32,225 

11,771 

11,022 

:  — 

— 

— 

1,173 

UU7 

— 

:  39,UU7 

11,397 

22,865 

5U,u57 

28,UU7 

3U,339 

:  3,000 

1,000 

1,000 

928 

9h3 

:  3,500 

6,000 

:  9,272 

7,931 

2,288 

•  1,000 

1,000 

3U1 

.  8,070 

:  3,0hU 

8,771 

Asia; 

: 

:  36,1*08 

114,1*67 

:  2,875 

:       32, 133 

22,099 

11,969 

:  25,391 

13,265 

:  16,265 

!  1,U72 

:  1,502 

:  60,967 

28,1*21 

57,616 

:  5,506 

5,hk3 

i  mo 

:  10 

:  256,322 

:  109,125 

■  131,288 

:  131,619 

1  7U.056 

:  65,103 

1/  Net  weight.    2/  Gross  weight.    3/  Preliminary. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

Table  2. — PALM  OIL  AND  PALM  KERNELS:    Indonesia,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
1956  and  January-July  1956  and  1957 


Palm  oil 


Continent  and  country 
of  destination 


Palm  kernels 


1956  1/  | 

January-July 

1956  1/  ' 

January-July 

1956  2/  : 

1957  2/  3/ 

1956  2/ 

1957  2/  3/ 

Short  tons: 

Short  tons: 

Short  tons 

Short  tons: 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

880:' 

581  i 

U37 

736 

28U 

331 

3,85iV 

1,533 

999 

138 

1U0 

569 

7U7 

611 

3,093 

6U3 

8,675 

U,269 

5.U142 

:  U,886 

779 

U,253 

!  514 

55 

2,979 

1,239 

2,226 

79,511 

35,768 

36,702 

I  5,525 

2,63U 

5,063 

285 

285 

26,998:  18,568 

9,2U» 

:  31,82U 

I6,7li5 

1)4,781 

3,083 

:  1,023 

:  2,306 

:  955 

:  8I4 

:  629 

6,1*29 

:  2,088 

!  1,701 

81 

:  U9 

293 

1  U93 

:  276 

:  603 

(k/) 

:.  137,959 

:  66,626 

:  61,991 

:  Ui,129 

:  23,01*8 

:  2U,726 

North  America: 

Canada  

United  States  

Europe : 

Belgium-Luxembourg. 

Denmark  

France  

Germany,  West  

Greece  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Asia: 

India  

Japan  

Penang  

Philippines  

Singapore  

Africa: 

Egypt  

Oceania: 

Australia  

Other  


Total. 


1/  Net  weight.  2/  Gross  weight.  3/  Preliminary,  1*/  Less 
Compiled  from  official  sources. 


than  .5  ton. 
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MALAYAN  COPRA  AND  COCONUT  OIL 
PRODUCTION  DOWN 

As  reported  in  last  week's  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  Malayan  copra  pro- 
duction in  January-August  1957  was  down  12  percent  from  production  in  the  com- 
parable period  of  1956.    Coconut  oil  production  for  the  same  8-month  period  was 
down  2  percent.    For  detailed  data  on  exports  and  imports  "by  countries  of 
destination  and  origin  see  facing  page. 

EGYPT  PLANS  TO  IMPORT  1  MILLION  TONS 
OF  WHEAT  IN  1957-58 

Reports  indicate  that  Egypt  plans  to  import  around  1  million  metric  tons 
(37  million  bushels)  grain  equivalent  of  wheat  and  flour  during  1957-58.  About 
300,000  tons  of  flour  (equivalent  to  1118,000  tons  of  wheat  at  72  percent  extrac- 
tion) are  said  to  have  already  been  contracted  for  delivery  from  France  under 
that  country's  cotton- for- wheat  agreement  with  Egypt. 

Egypt  is  reported  to  have  contracted  for  300>000  tons  of  soft  wheat  from 
Italy  in  a  triangular  agreement  under  which  Syria  is  to  supply  over  200,000  tons 
of  hard  wheat  to  Italy.    In  addition,  discussions  are  underway  for  obtaining  an 
additional  200,000  tons  of  wheat  (or  an  equivalent  in  flour)  from  France  and 
100,000  tons  from  other  sources.    Some  reports  state  that  the  wheat-cotton  deal 
with  France  involves  200,000  instead  of  300,000  tons;  and  that  the  triangular 
deal  with  Syria  and  Italy  involves  210,000  instead  of  300,000  tons  of  Italian 
wheat  to  Egypt,  and  150,000  instead  of  200,000  tons  of  Syrian  wheat  to  Italy. 

Syria  has  an  exportable  surplus  of  325*000  tons  of  wheat,  and  the  U.S.S.R., 
East  Germany,  and  Bulgaria  have  indicated  they  are  interested  in  taking  130,000 
tons  of  it.    If  the  amount  agreed  on  for  Italy  is  around  200,000  tons,  these  h 
countries  would  be  taking  all  of  Syria's  current  exportable  surplus. 

Actually,  Egypt's  import  arrangements  for  1957-53  are  still  incomplete. 
The  government's  present  plans  for  foreign  wheat  purchases  provide  for  little 
or  no  new  wheat  from  Iron  Curtain  countries,  whereas  in  the  1956-57  import 
season  Egypt  imported  ^00,000  tons  from  the  Soviet  Union. 

Wheat  consumption  estimates  for  Egypt  as  a  whole  continue  on  the  basis  of 
188,000  tons  per  month.    This  is  2,256,000  tons  per  year,  or  about  15.6  pounds 
per  capita.    Egypt's  wheat  supply  and  distribution  as  currently  planned  for 
1957-58  is  as  follows: 


Supply 


Metric 
tons 


Distribution 


Metric 
tons 


Production 
Imports . . . 


Stocks,  July  1,  1957 


73,000 
1,  if  67, 000 
1,000,000 


Exports  

Consumption  

June  30,  1958  stocks 


2,000 
2,256,000 
282,000 


Total 


2,5^0,000 


Total 


2, 5^0, 000 
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Table  1. —COPRA:    Malaya,  exports  and  imports,  average  1935-39,  annual  1955  and  1956, 

January-September  1956  and  1957 


Country 


Average 
1935-39 


1955 


1956  1/ 


January-September 


1956 


:  Long 

:  tons 

Exports:  : 

Denmark  :  2,050 

France  :  8, 578 

Italy  :  11, 322 

Netherlands  :  28,956 

Norway  :  4,703 

Poland  :  3, 358 

Spain  :   

Sweden  :  1,850 

United  Kingdom  :  57, 750 

West  Germany  :2/46,384 

Other  Europe  :  2,825 

India  :  535 

Japan  :  2,483 

Other  Asia  :  959 

Other  countries  :  19,938 


Long 
tons 

2,600 
1,948 
150 
12,695 
1,375 

9,917 
1,600 

3,898 
3yi,800 
1,247 

4,826 
363 


Total  :  191,691 


42;  419 


Imports :  : 

British  possessions  :  10,6l7 

Indonesia  :  105,500 

Other  countries  :  2, 134 

Total  :  118, 251 


1,966 
113, 577 
^952 


1/  Preliminary.  2/  Total  Germany.  All  to  Finland 
to  Czechoslovakia,  and  100  tons  to  Belgium 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 


117,495 


Long 
tons 

1,645 
680 
950 

4,100 
525 

1,900 

4,200 
404 

1,450 
4/1, 350 
18,210 

2,819 
1,100 


Long 
tons 

745 
680 
200 
2,400 
25 
1,800 
4,200 
404 

700 
4/1,350 
6,435 

1,858 
600 


39,333 


21,397 


4,078 
116,875 
928 


3,506 
77,111 
805 


121,881 


81,422 


1,000  tons  to  Finland,  250  tons 


Table  2. — COCONUT  OIL: 


Malaya,  exports  and  imports,  average  1935-39,  annual  1955  and  1956, 
January-September  1956  and  1957 


Average 

1956  1/ 

January 

•September 

Country 

!  1935-39 

1955 

1956 

.  1957  1/ 

:  Long 

Long 

Long 

Long 

Long 

:  tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

Exports: 

1,938 

1,442 

1,442 

1,509 

10,049 

9,567 

4,523 

11,826 

10,663 

24,145 

16,444 

4,693 

 :  185 

2,007 

3,003 

2,606 

834 

 :  8,857 

15,343 

14,907 

:  13,328 

2,834 

8,971 

11, 388 

6,498 

5,879 

371,134 

4/11,801  5/10,896 

6/12, 592 

6,481 

4,945 

3,025 

15,256 

14,974 

500 

500 

2,850 

787 

299 

9 

751 

1,434 

1,425 

1,100 

1,768 

11, 559 

10,090 

7,468 

5,881 

231 

235 

180 

190 

867 

342 

230 

527 

926 

1,815 

1,815 

257 

2,676 

5,752 

3,897 

2,685 

1,786 

2,628 

1,978 

3,301 

91,826 

104,284 

75,939 

73,633 

Imports: 

5£2 

1,14^ 

592 

619 

89 

4 

21 

 :  -573 

651 

1,153 

596 

640 

l/  Preliminary.    2/  Total  Germany.    3/  Includes  595  tons  to  Yugoslavia.    4/  Includes  9,400 
tons  to  U.S.S.R.  and  1,572  tons  to  Yugoslavia.    5/  Includes  9,400  tons  to  U.S.S.R.  and  672 
tons  to  Yugoslavia.    6/  Includes  8,608  tons  to  U.S.S.R.,  2,566  tons  to  Yugoslavia  and  926 
tons  to  Poland. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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MEXICO'S  COTTON  CROP 
HIGHER  THAW  LAST  YEAR 


Mexico's  cotton  production  in  1957-58  is  currently  estimated  at 
2,014,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  up  13  percent  from  the  1956-57  crop  of 
1,790,000  bales,  and  the  second  highest  crop  on  record.    Production  in  1955- 
56  was  2,250,000  bales.    Cotton  acreage  for  1957-58  is  estimated  at  2,250,000 
acres,  up  7  percent  from  the  I956-57  area  of  2,096,000  acres. 

Most  of  this  year's  increase  was  in  three  of  the  major  areas,  the  West 
Coast  states  of  Sonora  and  Sinaloa,  Mexicali,  and  Matamoros.  Decreased 
acreage  and  production  was  reported  for  the  Laguna  region.    Conditions  have 
been  generally  favorable  and  grade  reported  to  be  better  than  last  year. 
The  use  of  lint  cleaners  in  most  areas  also  has  contributed  to  improvement 
in  the  grade. 


COTTON 


Mexico,  acreage  and  production  by  regions,  1955-57 


Region 


State 


Acreage 


Production  l/ 


1955  , 

1  1956 

:  1957 
2./ 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

acres 

acres 

acres 

72'5 

672 

750 

7^9" 

367 

1+1+1 

H82 

1+20 

1+50 

319 

298 

2*+3 

I7U 

172 

173 

he 

52 

51 

26 

29 

^9 

37 

15 

11+ 

37 

31 

37 

37 

ik 

12 

68 

26 

30 

2,700 

2,096 

2,250 

1955 


1956 


1957 


Matamoros . 
West  Coast 
Mexicali . . 
Laguna .... 
Delicias. . 
Juarez  and 
Villa  Ahumada 

La  Paz  

Monterrey. . . 
Nuevo  Laredo 
Don  Martin 

( Anahuac) . . 
Other  

Total. . 


Tamaulipas  

Sonora-Sinaloa. . 
Baja  California. 
Coahuila-Durango 
Chihuahua  


Chihuahua  

Baja  California. 
Nuevo  Leon ...... 

Tamaulipas 
Nuevo  Leon- 
Coahuila.  


1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

bales 

bales 

bales 

k$k 

1+22 

^53 

6ko 

•  356 

:  kS3 

k2Q 

3ki 

k33 

396 

:  355 

308 

197 

187 

188 

3^ 

1+0 

ko 

28 

31 

51 

17 

12 

5 

Ik 

9 

:  18 

18 

5 

7 

33 

23 

28 

2,250 


1,790 


2,0ll+ 


l/  Bales  of  500  pounds  gross.    2/  Forecast. 

Source:    Unofficial  estimates. 

Mexico's  direct  exports  of  cotton  during  August-July  1956-57  were 
1,310,000  bales,  35  percent  less  than  direct  exports  of  2,027,000  bales  in 
1955-56.    More  than  60  percent  of  these  quantities  moved  through  United 
States  ports  for  transshipment  to  other  countries.    Transshipments  during 
August-July  1956-57  were  903,000  bales,  31  percent  less  than  transshipments 
of  1,306,000  bales  in  1955-56. 
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The  decline  in  Mexico's  cotton  exports  is  attributed  principally  to 
the  low  1956-57  crop  and  the  rising  domestic  consumption  rate.  Principal 
destinations  of  direct  exports  in  1956-57,  with  comparable  1955-56  figures 
in  parentheses,  were:    Japan  280,000  bales  (298,000);  France  U8,000 
(11,000);  United  Kingdom  33,000  (ij-5,000);  West  Germany  33,000  (126,000); 
Netherlands  21,000  (36,000);  Spain  12,000  (none);  and  Belgium  11,000 
(26,000) . 

In  addition  to  these  quantities,  transshipments  to  these  countries 
during  1956-57,  with  comparable  1955-56  figures  in  parentheses,  were: 
Japan  322,000  bales  (303,000);  France  73,000  (2^,000);  United  Kingdom 
105,000  (183,000);  West  Germany  125,000  (278,000);  Netherlands  68,000 
(133,000);  Spain  21,000  (none);  and  Belgium  63,000  (109,000). 

Cotton  consumption  in  Mexico  during  August- July  1956-57  was  ^75,000 
bales,  or  12  percent  higher  than  the  ^23,000  bales  used  in  1955-56. 
Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1957,  were  estimated  at  105,000  bales,  or 
about  the  same  as  the  100,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier. 

U.  S.  COTTON  LINTERS 
EXPORTS  UP  IN  SEPTEMBER 

United  States  exports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  chemical  qualities, 
were  30,000  hales  (500  pounds  gross)  during  September  1957,  up  considerably 
from  exports  of  18,000  bales  in  August,  although  slightly  under  the  ex- 
ports of  31,000  hales  in  September  I956.    Exports  during  the  2-month 
period  of  August-September  1957,  however,  were  ^,000  bales,  12  percent 
higher  than  exports  of  ^3,000  bales  in  August -September  I956. 

Principal  destinations  of  linters  exports  in  August-September  1957, 
with  comparable  I956  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    West  Germany  18,000 
bales  (22,000);  Netherlands  12,000  (2,000);  United  Kingdom  6,000  (9,000); 
Canada  6,000  (U,000);  France  3,000  (3,000);  and  Japan  2,000  (2,000). 

U.  S.  COTTON  IMPORTS 
INCREASE  IN  SEPTEMBER 

United  States  imports  of  cotton  (for  consumption)  were  31,000  bales 
(500  pounds  gross)  in  September  1957,  up  sharply  from  imports  of  8,000 
bales  in  August,  and  also  considerably  higher  than  imports  of  22,000 
bales  in  September  I956.    Imports  during  August-September  1957  were 
39,000  bales,  50  percent  higher  than  imports  of  26,000  bales  in  the  same 
months  of  1956. 

Most  of  this  year's  increase  was  in  imports  from  Egypt  which  returned 
to  the  higher  levels  of  previous  years.    Quantities  imported  from  major 
sources  in  August-September  1957,  with  comparable  I956  figures  in  paren- 
theses, were:    Mexico  21,000  bales  (18,000);  Egypt  13,000  (2,000);  Peru 
3,000  (3,000);  and  Pakistan  3,000  (82). 
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U.  S.  COTTON  LINTERS  IMPORTS  INCREASE 
SLIGHTLY  IN  SEPTEMBER 

United  States  imports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  felting  qualities, 
were  9,000  "bales  ( 500  pounds  gross)  during  September  1957,  a  slight  in- 
crease over  August  imports  of  7,000  bales,  but  considerably  "below  imports 
of  13,000  bales  in  September  1956.    Imports  during  August-September  1957 
were  16,000  bales,  down  43  percent  from  imports  of  28,000  bales  in  August- 
September  1956. 

Principal  sources  of  linters  imports    in    August-September  1957, 
with  comparable  1956  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Mexico  10,000  bales 
(22,000);  Belgium  2,000  (62);  and  U.S.S.R.  2,000  (5,000). 


SYRIA'S  1957-58  COTTON  CROP 
EXPECTED  TO  SET  NEW  RECORD 

Syria's  1957-58  cotton  crop  is  expected  to  set  a  new  record  of 
460,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  up  8  percent  from  production  of 
^26.000  bales  in  1956-57;  and  15  percent  higher  than  the  1955-56  crop 
of  400,000  bales.    Cotton  acreage  in  1957-58  is  estimated  at  630,000 
acres,  slightly  lower  than  the  1956-57  area  of  672,000  acres.  Generally 
favorable  conditions  produced  the  higher  outturn  from  the  reduced  acreage. 

Cotton  production  in  Syria  has  expanded  rapidly  in  the  past  8  years, 
increasing  eightfold  since  1949-50  when  61,000  bales  were  produced  from 
99,000  acres.    Most  of  the  crop  is  upland  type,  of  which  85  to  90  percent 
was  exported  in  the  past  2  years.    The  remainder  is  used  by  the  domestic 
industry. 

Exports  in  1956-57  were  365,000  bales,  about  the  same  as  1955-56 
exports  of  366,000  bales.    A  marked  shift  in  export  destinations  from 
Western  European  to  Soviet  Bloc  countries  occurred  in  1956-57*  Exports 
to  the  Soviet  countries  increased  to  nearly  50  percent  of  the  total  in 
1956-57,  compared  with  6  percent  in  1955-56.    Exports  to  Western  European 
countries  dropped  from  84  percent  of  the  total  in  1955-56  to  42  percent 
in  1956-57«    France  continued  to  be  the  largest  single  outlet  in  1956-57« 
but  reduced  its  volume  by  half  to  92,000  bales,  compared  with  182,000  in 
1955-56. 

Cotton  consumption  in  1950-57  was  estimated  at  45,000  bales,  com- 
pared with  37>000  bales  in  1955-56.  These  figures  include  nonmill  con- 
sumption of  2,000  to  3,000  bales  annually.  Cotton  stocks  on  August  1, 
1957 •  were  23,000  bales,  considerably  higher  than  the  7,000  bales  held 
a  year  earlier.  Carryover  stocks  are  usually  low,  as  most  of  the  crop 
is  exported  within  the  year  of  its  production. 
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TURKEY  ANNOUNCES  CONTROLS  ON  COTTON 
STOCKS,  PRICES,  AND  EXPORTS 

The  Government  of  Turkey,  by  decree  on  November  17,  1957 ,  has  announced 
controls  of  cotton  stocks,  prices,  and  exports.    All  holders  of  more  than 
200  kilos  (hhO  pounds)  of  cotton  were  required  to  report  their  stocks  to 
the  government  by  November  19.    Sale,  transfer,  or  transport  of  cotton  was 
prohibited  until  further  notice,  and  all  exports  were  put  under  government 
licensing.    Upon  resumption  of  sales,  no  transactions  will  be  permitted 
over  the  support  price  of  3^0  kurus  per  kilogram  (6I.56  U.  S.  cents  per 
pound)  for  Acala  I. 

The  controls  apparently  were  necessitated  by  recent  sharp  price 
increases  and  by  shortage  of  supplies  from  the  new  crop,  which  is 
reportedly  below  last  year's  in  quality  as  well  as  quantity.    Prices  of 
Acala  I  on  the  Izmir  market  rose  from  the  equivalent  of  92.3^-  cents 
per  pound  on  November  1,  to  more  than  $1.10  per  pound  on  November  13 . 
The  October  average  price  was  87.6^  cents  per  pound.    Cotton  exports 
from  the  1956-57  crop  were  subject  to  a  35-percent  price  reduction  by 
direct  export  subsidy.    Some  exports  also  moved  under  special  trade 
arrangements  that  fixed  prices  of  all  commodities  involved  at  levels 
above  the  market. 

Latest  estimates  of  the  1957-58  crop  are  for  production  of  575>000 
bales  (500  pounds  gross)  from  an  acreage  of  1,1+50,000  acres.    This  is 
15  percent  less  than  the  1956-57  crop  of  670,000  bales.    Acreage  in 
1957-58  was  down  5  percent  from  the  1956-57  area  of  1,532,000  acres. 


CUBAN  SUGARCANE  GRINDING  EXPECTED 
TO  START  THIS  MONTH 

Several  Centrales  in  the  Manzanillo  area  of  Oriente  Province  in  Cuba 
hope  to  start  sugarcane  grinding  for  the  1958  season  in  the  current  month 
of  December.    The  decision  reportedly  has  been  influenced  by  concern  over 
the  possibility  of  sugarcane  being  burned  in  connection  with  civil  dis- 
turbance in  the  Province.    For  grinding  to  begin  this  month,  however, 
certain  mill  repairs  must  be  rapidly  completed.    The  worker  unions  have 
agreed  to  try  to  do  this. 


U.K.  ANNOUNCES  IMPORTS  OF 
FRESH  PEARS  FROM  DOLLAR  AREA 

The  British  Board  of  Trade  has  announced  that  licenses  will  be  issued 
for  imports  of  pears  from  Canada.    These  licenses  will  allow  imports  up  to 
a  value  of  $60,000  f.a.s.  in  addition  to  the  $625,000  worth  to  be  purchased 
from  the  United  States  under  Public  Law  U80. 

Licenses  will  be  issued  to  traders  on  the  basis  of  historical  volume 
and  will  be  valid  through  April  30,  1958. 
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JAPAN  HOPES  TO  INCREASE  EXPORTS  OF 
CANNED  MANDARIN  ORANGES 

Japan  has  set  its  export  target  for  canned  Mandarin  oranges  this  year 
at  3  million  cases.    About  2  million  cases  of  these  exports  will  go  to 
the  United  Kingdom  in  accordance  with  the  trade  agreement  between  the  two 
countries . 

About  one-half  of  the  remaining  1  million  cases,  it  is  estimated,  will 
be  sold  to  the  United  States.  Exports  at  this  level  would  mean  an  increase 
to  the  United  States  of  1^  percent  over  1956. 

Japan's  total  export  target  is  about  10  percent  above  last  year's 
actual  exports . 

JAPAN'S  "BIG  9"  IMPORTS 
DIP  AFTER  MIDYEAR 

Japanese  imports  have  taken  a  dip  since  midyear,  and  much  of  the 
decline  is  accounted  for  by  a  reduction  in  imports  from  the  United  States, 
especially  of  major  agricultural  commodities. 

Japan's  imports  of  all  commodities  from  all  sources  during  July-August 
1957  declined  11  percent  compared  to  the  preceding  2  months.    Imports  of 
all  commodities  from  the  United  States  dropped  17  percent.    Imports  of  the 
"Big  9"  agricultural  commodities  (9  commodities  shown  in  table  opposite 
make  up  95  percent  of  Japan's  agricultural  imports  from  the  United  States) 
from  all  sources  declined  23  percent  from  May-June  to  July-August  while 
such  imports  from  the  United  States  fell  off  31  percent.    The  United  States 
share  of  the  "Big  9"  market  in  Japan  dropped  from  55  percent  to  U9  percent. 
"Big  9"  imports  from  the  United  States  made  up  only  22  percent  of  total 
Japanese  imports  from  the  United  States  during  July -August  1957;  compared 
with  27  percent  during  May- June  1957,  ^2  percent  during  July-August  1956, 
and  an  average  of  5^  percent  during  the  5-year  period  1951-55 • 

Wheat,  soybeans,  and  cotton  account  for  most  of  the  decrease  in  Japan's 
"Big  9"  imports  from  the  United  States  between  May- June  and  July -August, 
but  corn  and  tallow  registered  small  declines  also.    Japan's  efforts  to 
conserve  foreign  exchange,  because  of  the  deterioration  in  the  balance-of- 
payments  situation,  and  the  prospects  for  another  good  crop  year  in  Japan 
are  the  primary  factors  behind  this  cutback  in  imports. 

Despite  the  recent  drop  in  Japan's  agricultural  imports  from  the  United 
States,  the  record  for  the  first  8  months  of  1957  is  good.    For  January- 
August  1957,  imports  of  United  States  wheat,  corn,  hides  and  skins,  cotton, 
and  tallow  are  all  above  the  levels  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1956. 
Even  if  imports  continue  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  at  the  reduced 
level  registered  in  July  and  August,  Japan's  "Big  9"  imports  from  the 
United  States  may  well  set  a  new  record  in  1957 • 
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JAPAN:    Agricultural  imports,  from  all  sources,  and  from 
the  United  States,  January-August  1955-57 


QUANTITY 


Commodity 


1955 


1956 


1957 


:    From     *  From 
Total    *    u    S     :    Tofcal    *    U.  S. 
x      '    '    t  t 


t  1  From 

.    Total    t    u#  s, 


Wheat  i  1>57U 

Rice  :  90k 

Barley  *  379 

Corn  • 

Tobacco  *  5 

Hides  and  skins  *  ^3 

Soybeans  1  569 

Cotton  2/ 3/  :  1*373 

Tallow  :  8l 


1,000  metric  tons 


769 

:  1,386 

t 

58U 

:  1,311* 

1  783 

169 

:  618 

• 
• 

16 

:  280 

:  1 

156 

:  636 

r 
• 

236 

t  618 

:  103 

168 

:  167 

t 

60 

:  323 

1  165 

t  h 

1 

% 

t  2 

;  % 

% 

:  U9 

t 

:  U9 

U01 

*  578 

t 

I4I9 

«  5U8 

*  392 

502 

*  1,821 

t 

658 

«  1,957 

*  1,139 

65 

*  76 

67 

t  89 

*  7U 

VALUE 


t 

Wheat  :  116.1 

Rice  :  lUl.7 

Barley  t  27.0 

Com.  ...♦....••••••»•»»»•  l6 « 6 

Tobacco   6.8 

Hides  and  skins  t  1U.7 

Soybeans  *  71.1 

Cotton  2/  1  2^2*k 

Tallow  t  17.  k 

Total  5  663.8 

t" 

Total  (excl.  * 

tobacco)           :  657*0 


Million  dollars 


323.0 


1/  Not  available. 

2/  1,000  bales  of  U80  pounds  net. 

3/  Data  for  1955  include  small  amounts  of  carded  and  combed  cotton. 
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BELGIUM  AND  NORWAY  ANNOUNCE  IMPORT  DATES 
FOR  FRESH  APPLES  AND  PEARS 

The  Belgian  Government  has  announced  revised  import  dates  for  fresh 
apples  and  pears  this  season.    For  apples  the  date  is  January  10,  1958; 
and  for  pears  November  19;  1957* 

The  Norwegian  Government  has  announced  that  fresh  apples  may  be  im- 
ported into  Norway  during  the  period  January  15  through  July  31;  1958. 
Fresh  pears  may  be  imported  from  December  1,  1957;  through  July  31;  1958 • 


PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U .  S.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 

Issued  recently  and  available  free  upon  request 
(single  copies)  to  persons  in  the  United  States 
from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C. 
Room  5922.    Phone:    REpublic  J-klh2,  Ext.  2kh^ . 


Italy's  Olive  Production  and  the  Table  Olive  Industry.  FAS-M-2U. 
Mexico's  Livestock  and  Meat  Industry.  FAS-M-27. 

U.  S.  Rice  Exports  Increase  in  September.  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FR  12-57. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Trade  of  the  United  States,  Fiscal  Year  1956-57 • 
Australia's  Dairy  Industry  --  Competitive  Aspects.    FAS  M-25. 
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